Historic House Research
What Records Can Tell You

Example Prope
401 South Fourteenth Street: Lot 26 in Block Number 9 in Charles T. Price’s
Addition
Richmond, Indiana

Following are brief examples of the types of historical data that can be obrained from some
of the primary sources discussed in this workshop:

Date of construction for the house was obtained by comparing the Property Abstmct, City
Directories, Bird’s-Eye Map and Sanborn Maps in the following manner:

#*We know from the Abstract thar the addition in which this house is located
(Charles T. Price’s Addition) was lajd our (Plarved) in 1873. The Bird's-Eye Map clearly

shows that by 1884 houses were beginning to be built in this neighborhood, &z 401 South
14" was still an empty lot,

¥ The first Sanborn Map on which the property appears is the 1909 edition (the
1896 Sanbom did not show this part of town; therefore, it cannot be used to determine the
dace of construction). Since the vemnacular form of the house and its style (gabled ell/ Queen
Anne) indicates that it was likely bult prior to that time— probably in the 1880s o 1890s—
we next followed the “chain of title” from the Abstract (see below) and then determined

which owners first appeared at the address o 14% Street from the City Directory.

#John H. Bollinger appears in the 1895.9¢ edition of the City Directory at this
address. We know he purchased the property in 1892 and find that none of the previous
owners of the property are listed at this address prior to 1895. We can therefore confidently
give 401 South 14™ Street a circa (approximarely) date of 1895, at least until other documents
and/or evidence are found. This date coincides wich the style and form of architecture,

Chain of Title
The “chain of title” was obrained by comparing the Abstract of Title with City
Directories. The U.S. Census was also used for comparative purposes. The following
information shows how the beginnings of a house history can be put together. This date can
be compared with later information as it becomes available.

£ 1892-1902:  JohnH.and Ida L, Bolinger

The house was constructed for the Belingers ¢.1895 (see above); Bolinger (John) first
appears in 1985-86 edition of the City Directory. John was a mail clerk for a railroad
company. By 1899 they lived there with their daughter (?) Mable E. The U.S, Census for
1900 shows that the Bolingers lived here with a son named Ray, who was six vears old. John
was bom in Ohio in 1854; Ida was an Indiana native, born in 1860. We find thar her parents
were bomn in Germany. We also find thar the Bolingers had a mortgage on their residence.



2. 1902-1908  William S. and Parmettie L. Ewry

William was a grocer with a store at 120 Hunt Street in west Richmond. By 1905 he
was employed as secretary of the Richmond Abattoir Company, wholesalers of lard, hams
and sausage. They had a rear addition and other modemizations constructed at the house.

i 1908-1915 Daniel O, and Adie A. North

The North’s did not live in the house. The property was probably rented during this
penod. No one was at home when the U.S. Census taker came to the home, so that
information is not available,

4. 1915-1920  Samuel VanSant

VanSant did not live in the house. The property was rented during this period. The
U.S. Census for 1920 shows Katherine and Benjamin Gehr as residents. The Gehr’s shared
the residence with Ollie Crisman, relationship unknown. The census shows that these
renters were white and spoke English. Benjamin was employed as a carpenter for a railroad.
He was fifty years old; his spouse was forty-seven.

5; 1920-1922  Frank C, and Luda McBride Tillson
The Tillson’s lived here briefly and were in the real estate business.

f. 1922-1924 Edward F. and Elvira B. Goebel

Edward was co-owner of the French Benzule Cleaning Company with his office at
1030 Main and the plant at 1114 South F.

7. 1924-1972 E dna Brower

Edna lived here until her death in 1972. The first City Directory listing shows her
here with her husband, StanleyJ., and another Brower named Samuel J. Both Stanley and
Samuel were managers of the American Sales Company, dealers in used cars and tires at 30
South Seventh (could this be a typo?). Several years later Stanley owned the Richmond
Wholesale Tire Company at 29 North Seventh. In 1927-28 the couple (Edna and Stanley)
are listed as living here alone. Stanley evidently dies soon thereafter (have not checked

obituaries); the house is listed as vacant in 1930. Their son, Robert M. Lives with his mother
until abour 1941,

Ecina is listed as being a widow in the 1931 City Directory. She works at the Hoosier
Mercantile Company and lives here with Robert, who is a student. Hoosier Mercantile is a
department/dry goods store that sells “notions, millinery, shoes, chinaware, ete,” Roberr
goes to work at Sears as a salesman by 1935, Edna takes in a renter, Mrs. Susie Mills (widow
of Sherman), by 1937 to split expenses, By 1941 Edna is a department manager and Robert
moves across from Earlham College at 600 National Road West. Edna eventually becomes a
buyer for the store and retires in 1970. She dies on June 12, 1972 at the age of 84.

Robert is the sole heir and lives on South Sixteenth. He sells the property to the next
couple.

8. 1972-1974 Celeste and Robert Schrieber
g, 1974-1993 Printice Lee Love
10, 1995-1998  Laura A. Vinnedge and Fred M. Holycross
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‘(often called "Bird's-Eye View" map)

#: 401 South Fourteenth Street
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ert W. Randle, 1132 Main St. *Phone 85
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MOORMANN'S
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U.m_,ﬁm—._ﬁ.m. 520 Mnin m»mlnn?

a6

97 Al

Gertrude, seamstress, b o a Tth 1 n of Main (W R)

John (Mary), stonemason, h aa 7th 1 1 of Ma
Joeophine, seamstress, b o 8 Tth 1 n of Muin ()
Jbart, b 816 n 15th
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zcher Charles (Louise), butcher J 0 Lichtenle
acher Ella In, b 330 5 7th

acher Franl G, butcher, I 5478 1

achor Harry, laborer, b 80 State (W R)
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achor Isaac (13liza), molder Gaar, Scott & Co,
sgher Isasc I machine hand, b 80 St
ascher Joseph W (Mary ), driver W Cain, b
achor Julius (IXate), muchinist, b 3 8 Now Pur
acher Lonis F (Marv), machinist, h 211 n 4th
acher Mary A (wid Charlea), b 314 s Tih
scher Peter (Elizabeth), teamster Wm Cain,
acher Wm C, machine haud, b 80 Stute (W R)

has J AL (Melissa), plater The Brown-Darnell Co, h 305 Randalni -

Clara B, studsnt, b 105 & 9th

Blizabeth (wid W P), h 113 8 13th

Harry F, clerk, b 1138 15th
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Mary D (wid Charles), h 28 Ft Warne ave
Rabecea (wid Richard), b 113 5 130

tchard (Fannie), machine band Blliow & Reid Co, b 103 s Bih

ey
Gl

riseille, housekeeper 221 5 A
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bristine. dressmalier, b 434 ¢ 3th
Fenco Maofr Co, A J Mulloy proy
3, 31" Hastinrs sae, 540 n 140k

2, b 3l0 n 19ch
-uns G, b 321 o 4th (W I

sud browy,

b 80 State (W R)
e (W R)

914 Sheridan _4..4_._.._. ) b

Tvnns Blizabeth (wid Asbury 03, b 130 Maple (W 1%

Tivans Limery M (Kate A), bartonder J H Schell, h 321 u 1at (W I}

Frans Eeuest L (May), tuner Starr Pisno Co, b 427 8 8th

Iivane Frank, laborer, b 130 Mapls (W R) )
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National ave (W R)
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m

i (W I
¥ R)

Co, h o8 o let, 3 m 8ol
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330 u TLh
i pl 5 o of Gawr rd

314 & TLh
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